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45 years of support and advocacy for Ontario’s 
waterfront communities



An incorporated, volunteer-based organization 
representing over 500 member associations, and 
over 51,000 individual property owners

An enabling organization established in 1963, 
conceived to support the efforts of volunteer 
water-based groups

Focus on connecting shoreline residents with 
the resources, the support, and each other, to 
realize local waterfront interests



FOCA’s mission statement

To provide representation, assistance and 
leadership to and for cottagers' associations 

on issues affecting their interests, and to 
encourage good environmental stewardship 

on the part of every cottager. 



In 1963….

•Water Quality
• Property Taxes

•Municipal Elections 
timing

•Lack of Zoning, 
Planning and Building 

By-laws 
•Municipal Services to 

cottagers 



FOCA’s current interests include: 

Environment 

Property Taxation 

Risk management, and other association-related 
support

Roads and road access 

Emergency services / rural crime / fire safety

Safe boating

Mining, and property rights



FOCA serves our membership: 

1) by supporting association’s interests (though 
newsletters, seminars, risk management, 
Docktalk, and the FOCA website, foca.on.ca )

2) through advocacy, for fair but clear 
legislation/regulations that uphold the long-
term interests of waterfront Ontario









FOCA, and policy 

Source Water Protection 
Modifications to Current Value Assessment
DFO Risk Management ~ Fish Habitat
National strategy on invasive species 
Great Lakes “Annex 2001” revisions
Biodiversity Strategy
Stewardship Network of Ontario
Ontario Waterpower Review
Panel on future of the Trent-Severn Waterway 
Mining Act Reforms – MMAAC Chairman





Corporate Members
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Docktalk program 2007

Landowner contact programs to foster long-
term resource protection 

• Docktalk themes - Natural Shorelines, 
Septics, Invasive species, Pollution 
Prevention, Habitat

• Associations biting off what you can chew



Docktalk is about local associations talking to local 
property owners: sharing current information that 

benefits landowners and the environment.



Why Docktalk?

A fun and self-directed format for our member associations 
to use, to share information with lake residents

An opportunity to get a better understanding about resident 
concerns and interests

A chance to network and share information with local and 
Provincial lake experts, neighbouring associations, and 
other partners 

Create a community “buzz” around good waterfront 
stewardship practices

Build on existing association initiatives

Utilize new and engaging education tools 



Docktalk Supporters

Funding courtesy of:

Ontario Trillium Foundation   

OMNR  (via the Canada-Ontario Agreement)

Program design and delivery: 

…through our participating members 



Docktalk Supporters - 2007

Supported by:

Environment Canada IASPP   

Program design and delivery: 

…through our Docktalk “road show”
In collaboration with participating members 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada



Docktalk 2007

• Masters of “best practices” educational 
materials 

• Docktalk posters 
• Docktalk manual with program tips and 

resources
• Forms and background information
• Multimedia educational materials – Resource 

CD, and Docktalk Video
• Building peer learning network!



Docktalk program 2007

• Regional sessions, to provide localized 
program support to your network of local 
associations

• Presentations at association meetings
• Displays at trade shows and special events 
• Guided visit program – training for successful 

outreach in your community



In 2005-7, 

Docktalk 
associations 
visited over 

1,200 
waterfronts 

across Ontario 



Docktalk – supporting positive and 
new ways of shoreline living



Docktalk – keeping the focus on 
what really matters







Looking toward the future…
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