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Land Use Planning on Your Property

Photo: Scott Brown

What we do on our land has huge Impacts on the quality of our lakes. Studies show
that property values decline where water quality or the natural environment has
been degraded.
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Figure 1: Water Balance at a Developed and Undeveloped Site
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On the Living Edge
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‘Qi Watersheds

Ci A N:A DA



Shoreline Landscaping
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What Does Your Property Look Like?
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Your shoreland can be maintained to
provide beach and boat access for you while
maintaining habitat for fish and wildlife.

Most lakeside soils have more than enough phosphorus
to grow lawns, trees, and shrubs. Adding phosphorus
fertilizer is usually not necessary, and can couse

excessive growth of aquatic plants.

Don't dump into storm
drains; pollutants may be
piped directly to the lake.

Maintain a greenbelt of trees,
shrubs, and ground cover—it’s
habitat for fish and wildlife, and
helps protect water quality too.

“lawn area

to reduce
Build o reingarden to B the need for R
infiltrate rain water and & fertilizer. v

reduce runoff into the lake.

You can maintain a small o
beach and dock area—it's r
*habitat” for you! A

Establish a greenbelt to 7y b
filter runoff and discourage
nuisance geese,

- 2
"\y Upland Buffer
Zone

Failure to preserve some of the
natural features of the shoreland will
diminish the quality of the lake.

RESIDENTIAL LAKE FRONT LANDSCAPE:

Narurar or Restorep Burrer ZoNes
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Source: Landscaping for Wildlife and Water Quality



Your Building and Driveway
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Rain Gardens

Native Plants
Native plants are
adapted to local
conditions and are
easy to maintain once
established. Plus,
they attract birds,
butterflies and
other pollinators.

I:lowgﬁoes a rain garden work?
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Down Spouts = o .4 R
Assist with directing rain ' - Deep Roots MA RN =
water from your roof to —y Plants with a deep root system . 1\ Berm
your rain garden. 2 X : : encourage infiltration and help "L Aberm holds water

_absorb nutrients. /. I " inthe garden during
o ' heavy rains.
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soil amendments
& mulching

S

yard woodland
management ~ restoration

lawn -
alternatives . an :

green roof

4o

(11 [
ptae\rlrgresable creek
P corridor
vegetative
@ buffer
wat rain garden
rainwater N
harvesting " é
rock weirs bioswale
& filter socks
%\l \g\/AartqurthAeds http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/sustainability-
conservation/sustainable-living/at-home/rainscaping-

guide/rain-gardens.aspx
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Aquatic Plants

* Alake is not a backyard
swimming pool but rather a
complex ecosystem that relies
on many living things
including aquatic Plants.

« Aquatic Plants play the same
role in a lake ecosystem as
trees do in a forest or grasses
In a meadow.
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Docks

SLIDING SCALE GREATEST
OF IMPACT IMPACT

Floating Cantilever / Suspension i Partial Crib Full Crib / Concrete
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Thank You!

Barbara King

Executive Director

115-40 Sunset Blvd., Perth ON K7H 2Y4
Office: 613-264-1244

king@watersheds.ca watersheds.ca

Your Lakes. Your Rivers. Your Future.



