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Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking Program

Established as the local chapter of Faith & the Common Good in 2004 and legally
incorporated as a not-for-profit in 2016, Greening Sacred Spaces (GSS) aims to inspire
and support diverse faith and spiritual groups to take action in contributing to greener,
healthier, more resilient neighbourhoods. GSS has over 400 members from many
different faith communities, including Sikh, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Christian, and
Hindu groups. We assist faith communities with both the educational and spiritual
dimensions of greening as well as the “how-to” side of audits, retrofits, and generally
reducing the carbon footprint of sacred spaces.

ABOUT GREENING SACRED SPACES

3 |  Energy Benchmarking Program Summary Report

OUR THEORY OF CHANGE

GSS Ottawa provides inspiration and practical  tools for
faith communities to become more environmental ly
sustainable,

they wil l  be able to reduce their environmental  footprint
and deepen their spiritual  connection with nature,

they wil l  have the knowledge,  tools,  and support they need
to take meaningful  action.  

IF
 
 
 
 
 

THEN
 
 
 
 

BECAUSE

ENERGY GARDENING

WATER WASTE

THEMES & SERVICES

Consulting & Education

Financing & Fundraising

Networking

Celebration



Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking Program

4 |  Energy Benchmarking Program Summary Report

OUR FAITH COMMUNITY NETWORK
By March 2022, 50 faith communities were
participating in the Energy Benchmarking Program. An
interactive network dashboard was developed by
Hannah Rockburn to highlight all the participating faith
groups and to give recognition to those that have been
previously presented with a GSS Award. This base map,
hosted by the ESRI ArcGIS Online Platform, not only
served as a useful data visualization for the existing
participants but also proved to be beneficial during the
recruitment process of new faith-based organizations.
Many individuals appreciated the ability to quickly
access the map via our website and some used it to
make connections with other local faith communities. 

LAUNCH OF NEW WEBSITE!

Influenced by requests from individuals in our network, we also launched a NEW website
for the Ottawa Chapter of Greening Sacred Spaces.  This website houses locally-based
resources, links, and other various content to aid faith communities with their "greening"
projects - from gardening to retrofits. It also showcases all the different projects and
activities GSS Ottawa has been involved in over the last 18 years. 



ENERGY BENCHMARKING IS A PROCESS BY
WHICH YOU BECOME MORE AWARE OF :

     How much energy your building uses

     How much money you spend on energy
 
     Your faith building's carbon footprint

  How your building's energy use has          
 changed over time

    How your building's performance stacks
up to other buildings in your geographic
community 

Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking Program
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THE ENERGY BENCHMARKING PROGRAM

In 2017, recognizing that many faith
communities were interested in energy-
saving measures but were not aware of their
current energy usage, GSS collaborated with
the United Church of Canada on Project
Footprint and with the Catholic Archdiocese
of Ottawa on completing lighting audits of its
parishes. It became evident that many faith
communities struggled in gathering their own
energy data, leading to the inception of the
Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking
Program. 

The Energy Benchmarking Program (EBP) was
a free three-year program, launched in 2019,
to help 50 faith communities take practical,
cost-effective action by raising awareness
and understanding of their building's energy
use and emissions. The EBP used the Energy
Star Portfolio Manager, an energy
management tool, to visualize energy
consumption and changes over time. It
identified baseline energy usage and
highlighted areas for improvement over a 3-5
year period. Every year, participants received
an annual report with the most recent year's
energy data. This program was supported
primarily through a grant by the Ontario
Trillium Foundation, along with the Ottawa
Community Foundation, TD Friends of the
Environment Foundation, and the Sustainable
Capacity Foundation. 

WHAT IS ENERGY
BENCHMARKING?

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

Targets Carbon Consumption

Supports Stewardship

Saves energy and money

Buildings typically account for about
42% of a faith community’s carbon
footprint*. With over 27,000   faith
communities in Canada, the faith
sector can do a lot to lower emissions
and make a real impact, starting from
their places of worship. Managing their
building performance also encourages
their members to follow suit with
energy conservation and efficiency at
home. The building also accounts for a
significant portion of the operating
costs of a faith community. Therefore,
reducing, and making it more efficient,  
also means reducing costs and saving
money. Savings that can be directed
towards other activities. 

* NATIONAL INVENTORY REPORT 1990-2014: CANADA’S
SUBMISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION
ON CLIMATE CHANGE, 2016
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NEW FAITH
COMMUNITIES

CONTACTED

313

NETWORK
NUMBER:

'FRIENDS' OF GSS
OTTAWA  

200
Includes ANY FC that has been involved

in past events OR has communicated in

some way with FCG or GSS OttawaUNDER-
REPRESENTED

GROUPS SIGNED UP

28% of participants are considered

under-represented!

14
TOTAL # OF ENERGY

BENCHMARKING
REPORTS SENT

90

EVENTS 

15
ARTICLES, BLOGS &

NEWSLETTER
MENTIONS

18+

DELIVERABLES OVERVIEW
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INFOGRAPHIC SERIES 2020
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RESOURCES & DOCUMENTS

INFOGRAPHIC SERIES 2020
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RESOURCES & DOCUMENTS

INFOGRAPHIC SERIES 2020
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RESOURCES & DOCUMENTS

ENERGY BENCHMARKING CASE STUDIES DOCUMENT

LINK:
https://greeningsacredspaces.files.wordp

ress.com/2022/05/energy-
benchmarking-case-studies.pdf

Assunnah Muslims Association
Community Centre
Chinmaya Mission Ottawa
Carleton Memorial United Church
Glebe-St. James United Church
Grace Presbyterian Church
Kanata United Church
Ottawa Bahá’í Centre
Sri Sathya Sai Baba Centre of
Ottawa-Carleton
St. Basil's Catholic Church
St Thomas the Apostle Anglican
Church

Featured Faith Communities: 

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.

ENERGY BENCHMARKING EVALUATION REPORT

"The Energy Benchmarking Program was a
success in  Ottawa,  achieving i ts  goals  and
being wel l-received by part ic ipants .  The main
chal lenges were delays associated with
things largely  outside of  the control  of
Greening Sacred Spaces Ottawa,  such as  the
COVID-19 pandemic and di f f icult ies  deal ing
with ut i l i t ies . . .  Faith communit ies  identi f ied
the cost  of  upgrade projects  as  a  major  hurdle
to taking further act ion and expressed interest
in part ic ipat ing in future programs such as
this  one,  or  fol low-up programs.  Other key
recommendations include support ing
faith communit ies  in  f inding and applying for
funding they qual i fy  for ,  and in celebrat ing and
sharing their  energy management success
stories  with other local  communit ies . "

VIEW FULL REPORT HERE

https://greeningsacredspaces.files.wordpress.com/2022/05/energy-benchmarking-case-studies.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JrM0TFWPSNaHHTEskmHQYqRTesV27-MP/view?usp=sharing


ENERGY USAGE INTENSITY TRENDS 
& PEER COMPARISON CHARTS 

The following graphs
show the trends of Energy
Usage Intensity (EUI) from
2019 to 2021 of our
participating faith
communities.

 In 2019, less than 20% of
the participants reached
that goal. 

In 2021 over 40% of
participants reached the
threshold. 

Roughly 25% of EUIs
increased in 2020
compared to pre-COVID
measures.

Most peaks coincided
with heating in winter and
increased ventilation/air
purification

Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking Program
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OTTAWA'S GREENING GOAL: EUI LESS THAN 52 kBTU/sq. ft.

 3 Years  - 50 Faith Communities  - 90 Reports Completed



Webinar: Energy
Benchmarking

Case Study

01

Webinar: How to
Access Your Own

Energy Data

03

 Webinar: Stories
of Success  

05

Winter Regional
Meeting with United

Church of Canada

02

 Webinar: Impacts
of COVID-19 on

Faith
Communities

Relating to EBP  

04

 Webinar: Hope for
the Future

06

2019 & 2020 EVENTS
01) GSS Ottawa Webinar – On November 13th,
2019, Steven Law from the Holy Trinity
Anglican Church in Thornhill, Ontario
presented a webinar on behalf of GSS about
an Energy Benchmarking Case Study. 

02) Winter Regional Meeting with the United
Church of Canada, EOORC at Glen Cairn
United Church – On February 22nd, 2020, Kai
introduced both the Ottawa Faith Building
Energy Benchmarking and Faithful Footprints
Program to raise awareness and encourage
the registration of 12 United churches.

03) GSS Ottawa Webinar: How to Access Your
Own Energy Data – On April 15th, 2020,
Presenter David Patterson presented
information on how to access and you’re your
faith building's energy data in order to
measure and improve your energy
consumption. 

04) GSS Ottawa Webinar: Impacts of COVID-
19 on Faith Communities Relating to EBP – On
October 1st, 2020, Ruth Bankey led a
discussion on the impact COVID-19 has had
on faith communities and its impact on our
carbon footprint and building energy
efficiency. 

05) GSS Ottawa Webinar: Stories of Success –
On November 12th, 2020, this webinar
presented a discussion about how you can
help to ensure the sustainability of your faith
community and our city and how others in
Ottawa are improving the energy efficiency of
their city. 

06) GSS Ottawa Webinar: Hope for the Future
– On December 8th, 2020, Hannah, Natasha
and Emine led a discussion how using clean
energy aligns with many faith community
missions of environmental stewardship. 
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Webinar: Ask the
Experts Part 1

01

Webinar: Faithful
Footprints

03

Green Gathering
Networking Event

05

Webinar: Ask the  
Experts Part 2

02

Carbon Capture
Day Event

04

Webinar:
Ask the Experts

Part 3 

06

2021 EVENTS
01) GSS Ottawa Webinar: Ask the Experts Part
1 – On February 16th, 2021, Hannah and
Natasha led a discussion about discussing
different energy projects and financing in
2021 and how faith communities can benefit
from these. Guest speakers, Melanie Johnston
from EnviroCentre and Aaron Thornell from
CoEnergy. 

02) GSS Ottawa Webinar: Ask the Experts
Part 2 – On March 16th, 2021, was a continued
discussion of the previous webinar with guest
speakers Harnoor Boparai, an energy
solutions consultant at Enbridge, Kristina
Keilty, program manager at Save on Energy,
Stuart Dobson, associate Stuart of Kristina,
Robert Edwards, business advisor at
Independent Electricity System Operator,
and Stephen Collette, building grants
manager at Faith & the Common Good. 

03) GSS Ottawa Webinar: Faithful Footprints
– On June 17th, 2021, Jane Dawson led a
discussion on ideas, tools, and grants
available to help faith communities live their
climate commitments by improving the
energy efficiency of their church buildings. 

04) Carbon Capture Day Event Collaboration
- On August 25th, 2021 Hannah and Charlie
presented at Mooney's Bay Park about the
Energy Benchmarking Program 

05) Green Gathering – On October 6th, 2021,
the Green Gathering was our first hybrid
networking event to celebrate faith
community greening successes. There was a
range of speakers from various faith
community representatives to contractors
and GSS Staff.

06) Ask the Experts Part 3: EV Chargers – On
November 15h, 2021, this Q&A - style
informational webinar featured guest
speakers Chris Hubbard from LightenCo and
Christopher Ralph from Lion Electric Co.
They helped answer inquiries about EV
chargers installations and the ZEVIP Grant
delivered by Hydro Ottawa.
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Webinar: ZEVIP
Information

Session

01

Energy
Benchmarking

Program
Conference

02

2022 EVENTS
01) GSS Ottawa Webinar: ZEVIP Funding
Information Session  - On February 8th, 2022,
Charlie Scromeda and Kristina Inrig led an
information session on the ZEVIP Funding
provided by Hydro Ottawa, with support from
Steve Hubbard from LighenCo. Kristina also
talked about additional financing options to
help cover the remaining 50% of the costs to
install 1-2 EV Chargers.

02) GSS Ottawa Energy Benchmarking
Program Conference - On May 14, 2022, the
GSS Team held a hybrid conference at the
AMA Centre on Hunt Club. We celebrated the
50 Ottawa faith communities who took part
in the Energy Benchmarking Program, and
heard about their successes and failures in
managing their operations, accessing funding,
and much more! 

The GSS staff presented an overview of the
different trends we saw in the EBP Reports,
along with what new programs lie ahead for
2022/2023. Additionally, we had a variety of
guest speakers. 

1) Stephen Collette spoke about why the
Energy Benchmarking Program is important
and the benefits of tracking your buildings'
energy performance. 

2) Dan Vivan presented on 
"The Path to Net Zero" and what we can do
about taking action about Climate Change. 

3) Ron Benn, from Ottawa Renewable Energy
Co-Op, also presented the different services
they offer.  

We ended the conference with a  special GSS
Award Ceremony, where we presented John
Dorner with a Green Leadership Award in
recognition of his dedication and leadership
in interfaith environmental community
building over the last 18+ years with Greening
Sacred Spaces. 
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Energy Benchmarking Program

GSS IN THE NEWS

Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking Program
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2020 ARTICLES

Article 1. New Program to help faith
communities reduce energy costs. Ottawa
Jewish Bulletin: January 27, 2020

LINK: https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-
10/2/OJB%2520-%2520200127%2520-
%2520Jan%252027-2020.pdf

Article 2. Welcome to Ottawa Energy
Benchmarking and Greening Sacred Spaces
Team, FCG Blog: August 21, 2020

LINK:
https://www.faithcommongood.org/welcom
e_to_ottawa_energy_benchmarking_and_g
reening_sacred_spaces_team

Article 3. Are we losing faith in Ontario? Or
just our faith buildings?  Vistas- Alta Vista
Canterbury Community Newspaper:
September 6, 2020

LINK: http://vistas-news.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/VISTAS-Sept-
2020-final-small.pdf

Article 4&5. How Greening Sacred Spaces
Energy Benchmarking Program Can Help
Mosques Fight Climate Change in Ottawa,

Muslim Link: September 8, 2020
Khaleafa: September 28, 2020

 
LINK: https://muslimlink.ca/news/how-

greening-sacred-spaces-energy-
benchmarking-program-can-help-your-

mosque-fight-climate-change

https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-10/2/OJB%2520-%2520200127%2520-%2520Jan%252027-2020.pdf
https://www.faithcommongood.org/welcome_to_ottawa_energy_benchmarking_and_greening_sacred_spaces_team
http://vistas-news.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/VISTAS-Sept-2020-final-small.pdf
https://muslimlink.ca/news/how-greening-sacred-spaces-energy-benchmarking-program-can-help-your-mosque-fight-climate-change


Energy Benchmarking Program

GSS IN THE NEWS

Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking Program
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2021 ARTICLES

Article 6. Greening Sacred Spaces. Good News in the Glebe: February 2021

LINK: https://irp-
cdn.multiscreensite.com/72d2e444/files/uploaded/Good%20News%20in%20the%20Gleb
e%20-%20February%202021.pdf 

Article 7. Special Issue GSS Newsletter. Insert
in the Peace & Environment News (PEN): 
 Spring Edition 2021 

Article 8. Tracking Energy Use in Church
Buildings. CrossTalk: June 2021 

LINK:
https://issuu.com/ottawaanglican/docs/jun
e_2021_crosstalk.la

https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/72d2e444/files/uploaded/Good%20News%20in%20the%20Glebe%20-%20February%202021.pdf
https://issuu.com/ottawaanglican/docs/june_2021_crosstalk.la
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SPECIAL EDITION OF THE PEACE & ENVIRONMENT NEWS 
SPRING EDITION 2022 Regular PEN:

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/perc/pages/6
0/attachments/original/1652544685/Spring_20

22_Regular.pdf?1652544685
 

Insider:
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/perc/pages/6
0/attachments/original/1652544684/Spring_20

22_Insider.pdf?1652544684

10 
Articles

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/perc/pages/60/attachments/original/1652544685/Spring_2022_Regular.pdf?1652544685
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/perc/pages/60/attachments/original/1652544684/Spring_2022_Insider.pdf?1652544684
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MEDIA

CBC Radio Interview: Greening Sacred Spaces - program looks at faith communities'
energy usage. All in a Day with Alan Neal. August 10, 2021

LINK: https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-92/clip/15859789

Press Release: 
Carbon Capture Day Event. 
August 25th 2021 

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-92/clip/15859789


ENERGY BENCHMARKING PROGRAM STAFF TEAM

HANNAH ROCKBURN
EBP Program Manager
(2020-2022)

CHARLIE SCROMEDA
Program Coordinator 
(2019, 2021 - 2022)

Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking Program

AMINAH ATTAR
Sustainability Intern
(2021-2022)

MANON VESELOVSKY
Sustainability Intern
(2021)

DAVID PATTERSON
Energy Coordinator, FCG
(2019-2022)

KRISTINA INRIG
Capacity Advisor
(2019-2022)

EMINE TURGUT
EBP Program Coordinator,
(2019-2021)

KAI WANG
Sustainability Coordinator
(2019)

RUTH BANKEY
EBP Program Manager
(2019-2020)
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Ottawa Faith-Building Energy Benchmarking Program

THE SUSTAINABLE CAPACITY SOLUTIONS OFFICE
136F BILLINGS AVE,

OTTAWA, ON
K1H 5K9

 
WWW.GREENINGSACREDSPACES.CA

FACEBOOK: @GSSOTTAWA
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