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Join the free Freshwater Stewardship Community!
watersheds.ca/freshwater-stewardship
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Learn more about Smart About Salt Council and their training and certification programs 
Explore Water Rangers and pick up a Winter testkit
Read about the costs of road salt with this post from Canada’s Ecofiscal Commission
Read about Road Salt Toxicity, Code of Practice for Road Salts, 5 year Review of Progress: Code of
Practice for Road Salts from the Government of Canada
Learn more about Chloride levels in Ontario from the Office of the Auditor General’s report
Access free blogs, handouts, and policy reviews with Watersheds Canada’s salt pollution toolkit

Salt Use Today
Millions of tonnes of salt are applied every year to combat ice and snow, with Ontario using the largest
amounts in Canada. The most common type is sodium chloride or rock salt. While often referred to as
“road salt”, around half of the salt is actually applied to other surfaces like sidewalks and parking lots.
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Impacts of Salt Pollution
Harms plants and animals, especially in aquatic environments
Infiltrates groundwater, impacting our drinking water
Is corrosive to cars and infrastructure, leading to costly repairs
Excessive application can become a tripping hazard when walking

Challenges Around Salt Pollution
Removing salt from the environment is very difficult
Salting is not always done by certified professionals
Current guidelines are not adequately protecting our ecosystems, especially sensitive areas
People are worried about legal action should someone get injured on snow or ice
People expect to be able to use surfaces the same no matter the season
Data gaps limit our understanding: many waterbodies are not tested year-round and some not at all.
Changing current practices requires investment in new equipment and maintenance plans

Road Salt Alternatives
Physical: Increase traction by using things such as gravel, sand, or woodchips
Chemical: Use different de-icers like magnesium chloride, calcium chloride, beet juice, and brine 
Practical: Change behaviour, reduce winter speed limits, plow more, use winter tires, and wear traction

Our Responsibilities
As an Individual

Shovel first
Use less salt
Prioritize better salting practices
Sweep leftover salt and reuse
Try salt alternatives as appropriate

As a Business / Property Owner

Hire certified Smart About Salt contractors

Store salt under cover and away from vulnerable areas

Pre-treat with brine and use advance weather monitoring

Use treated salt on colder days to reduce reliance on rock salt

Pay attention to ”salt vulnerable areas”, track & set reduction targets

Provincial Salt quantities reported (credit: Government of Canada)

*Not all alternatives are more environmentally-friendly and locally-specific research should be done before implementing them

http://watersheds.ca/freshwater-stewardship
https://smartaboutsalt.com/
https://smartaboutsalt.com/training/
https://smartaboutsalt.com/training/
https://waterrangers.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoosbAD9nwY0wAMyWwhAsVgiFxU7Tb9N5CI0U0D9miDuiXyXrWvf
https://waterrangers.com/product/winter-testkit/
https://ecofiscal.ca/2017/04/26/road-salt-costly-way-fight-winter/
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/reports-publications/environmental-contaminants/canadian-environmental-protection-act-1999-priority-substances-list-assessment-report-road-salts.html
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2022/eccc/En11-13-2020-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/pollutants/road-salts/road-salts-final-five-year-review-progress.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/pollutants/road-salts/road-salts-final-five-year-review-progress.html
https://www.auditor.on.ca/en/content/specialreports/specialreports/The_State_Of_The_Environment_EN.pdf
https://watersheds.ca/salt

